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Kathleen R. Greenawalt  
205 Duffy Drive  
City of Tonawanda, New York  
 
  
In 2008, I was diagnosed with a bone marrow disorder that affects my red 
and white blood cells, called Polycythemia Vera.  There is no cure for this 
disorder.  I am at high risk for stroke, heart attack and blod clots.  Up until 
this year, I have had phlebotomies to keep my hemoglobin at a safer level.  
But in March of this year, my blood levels were continually too high and in 
order to bring those levels into a safer range, my Dr. began a regiment of 
oral chemotherapy.  I will have to be on oral chemotherapy for the rest of 
my life.  A combination of the disorder and of being on chemotherapy 
increases the possibility of my developing leukemia.    
The emission exposure information lists Benzene and states that it  
“specifically affects bone marrow and disorders of the blood”.  Unfortunately, 
that describes my disorder.    
 
We bought out house in 1993 in the City of Tonawanda and immediately 
began to experience, on an almost daily basis, a foul order,  so profuse that 
it would wake us up out of a sound sleep.  It was very sickening and very 
tiring.   
 
We did question neighbors, people at work and at one point, I did send a 
letter to then Councilmember Rick Davis, expressing our concern and 
discomfort but it went no where and he never so much as acknowledged our 
letter.   
 
Only when we began learning about the tireless work of the Clean Air 
Coalition did we finally realize where the foul order was coming from.  After 
the coalition’s relentless efforts and pursuit of Tonawanda Coke, the EPA and 
DEC began their involvement and determined Tonawanda Coke’s violations 
and illegal practices, forcing them to make changes.  After a period of 
investigation and changes, we finally began to notice a relief from the foul 
order. 
 
Tonawanda Coke denied and tried to hide their illegal practices.  A jury has 
found them guilty on several counts; the violations speak for themselves.   
I believe that Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark L. Kamholz should be 
held accountable and responsible for those violations that, without 
conscience, may have affected the lives of many in the surrounding areas 
and should therefore be sentenced to the fullest extend of the law.          
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United States v. Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark L. Kamholz 
Impact Statement Information 

 
 
 On February 26, 2013, the defendants, Tonawanda Coke Corporation (“Tonawanda 
Coke”) and its Manager of Environmental Control, Mark L. Kamholz, each proceeded to 
trial on a 19-count Indictment. 
 
 On March 28, 2013, the jury found Defendant Tonawanda Coke guilty of 14 felony 
counts and Defendant Mark Kamholz guilty of 15 felony counts. Specifically, both 
defendants were found guilty of Counts 1 through 5 (violations of the Clean Air Act 
(“CAA”) by emitting coke oven gas from an unpermitted emission source), Count 9 
(violation of the CAA by operating the western quench tower without baffles), Counts 11 
through 15 (violations of the CAA by operating the eastern quench tower without 
baffles), and Counts 17 through 19 (violations of the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (“RCRA”)). Defendant Mark Kamholz was additionally found guilty of 
Count 16 (obstruction of justice). 
 
 Sentencing for both Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark Kamholz is set for 
July 15, 2013 at 9:00am before U.S. District Court Chief Judge William Skretny in the 
Federal Courthouse at 2 Niagara Square (9th floor), Buffalo, NY. 
 
 This was a significant trial. It is believed to be the biggest local environmental trial 
in years and only the second criminal prosecution nationally involving the Clean Air Act. 
Tonawanda Coke Corp. faces up to $220 million in fines and Mark Kamholz faces up to 
75 years in jail. 
 
 If you feel you have been harmed by the defendants’ conduct, you may submit an 
Impact Statement (attached) to be used for sentencing. Below are some general 
guidelines for preparing such a statement. Please be advised that the defendants will get a 
copy of your Impact Statement. The statement should be provided by July 1, 2013. 

• Keep the statement as succinct and to the point as possible.  
• List any impact the crime and/or the defendants’ conduct has had on you and/or 

your family. 
• Address any thoughts about what type of sentence you feel the defendants should 

receive. Include anything else you feel is important for the judge to know before 
imposing a sentence. 

 
You may submit your impact statement directly to:  
United States Attorney's Office 
Attn: Sharon Knope 
138 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202. 
(716) 843-5828, sharon.knope2@usdoj.gov 

Or to Tonawanda Community Fund: 
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If you feel you have been harmed by the defendants’ conduct and have suffered an 
economic loss, you may submit a Restitution Claim to this office as part of sentencing. 
The Restitution Claim will then be submitted to Chief Judge Skretny for his 
consideration. The decision on whether to grant a Restitution Claim rests with the Judge. 
Please note that if you do seek restitution, you must be prepared to prove that you were 
directly and proximately harmed as a result of the offense. Below are some general 
guidelines for preparing such a claim. Please be advised that the defendants will get a 
copy of your Restitution Claim. All Restitution Claims should be provided by June 14, 
2013. 

• Describe in concise and particular terms how you have been harmed by the defendants’ 
conduct.  

• Itemize all costs incurred as a result of the defendants’ conduct.  

• Include supporting documentation such as bills, receipts, statements, etc for any 
expenses you claim.  

• Describe whether any losses were covered by insurance.  

• Please submit your Restitution Claim and address any questions to:  

United States Attorney's Office 
Attn: Sharon Knope 
138 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202.  
(716) 843-5828  
sharon.knope2@usdoj.gov  
 
Additionally, the Tonawanda Community Fund (TCF) is featuring excerpts from affected 
residents impact statements in a community project. The purpose of the project is to 
highlight the overall impact in one visual bulletin board (through the social media 
application Pinterest).   By signing below, you are giving TCF permission to use a 
portion of your impact statement in our project: 
 
 
Signature:________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name: Jacqueline Pritchard Mordaunt 
 
 
 
Please contact us, if you have any questions. 
Tonawanda Community Fund 
43 Wardman Rd 
Kenmore, NY 14217 
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716-873-6191 or 
716-851-4052 our volunteers are available to answer questions from 10am-3pm 
every Wednesday from May-August 2013 
 

Impact Statement  
United States v. Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark L. Kamholz 

 
Name(s) of those affected (optional): 
The three children of Grand Island (since 1952) resident Jacqueline 
Pritchard Mordaunt 
 
Impact the crime and/or the defendants’ has had on you/your family: 
The carcinogens released in the air by Tonawanda Coke may have 
contributed  to the death of my two children and health issues for 
another child.  
 
My son Keith (1980-1986) diagnosed at age 5 died at age 6 from 
Non-Hodgkin’s Burkitt’s Lymphoma – lived near the study area. 
  
My daughter Kali (1985-2012) diagnosed at age 21 died at age 27 
from Glioblastoma- a brain cancer - lived in the study area. 
My daughter Victoria born in 1993 attended St. Timothy’s Day Care 
suffers, and is being treated for debilitating headaches – lived in the 
study area. 
 
Any thoughts on the type of sentence you feel the defendant should receive? 
Any individual or group of individuals who knowingly contributes to the 
human exposure of cancer causing chemicals or chemicals that are 
associated with any health risk should be sentenced to the fullest extent 
of the law. 
 
Include anything else you feel is important for the judge to know before imposing a 
Sentence: 
Losing a child was the most painful life event I could possibly imagine.  
Yet it was inconceivable that it could happen a second time.   But it did.  
I keep thinking ….how could this have happened????  I may never know 
that answer. However, I would have done anything in this world to 
protect them including not living near a company that polluted the air 
with carcinogens - had I known.   
This is a life sentence for me and certainly my 2 children and the 
families they might have had if they had survived.  
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It is imperative the money stay in our area to help those affected, those who  have not 
presented themselves as of yet and to help take a closer look at other polluters of our 
area and take action. 
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